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Can all parents/carers ensure we 
have your latest contact details. 

Our main method of contact is 
through the EduLink Parent app. 

We need your current telephone 
number and email address to be 
able to contact you. 

appsupport@stpetershigh.com
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WELCOME

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Dear Parent/Carer,

As we reach the end of term, I want to thank you for your continued 
support and to wish you and your family a joyful and peaceful Easter. 
This has been a rich and rewarding term. Our Year 11 students have 
completed their final Pre-Public Examinations and are preparing 
with real determination and hard work for their summer exams, 
supported by revision sessions during weekends and holidays. We 
are running a number of revision sessions over the Easter break, and 
letters have been sent to those students who are involved.
 
There’s been so much to celebrate beyond the classroom—from our 
wonderful School of Rock performance, to sporting victories, musical 
performances, and over 60 clubs engaging hundreds of pupils each 
week. I am very proud to announce that we continue with our charity 
work and recently raised £2205 for CAFOD.
 
Our Catholic life continues to flourish. A highlight this term was our 
whole school Easter Mass which was a great success. The visiting 
Priests commented on how respectful and engaged the students 
were during the service.
 
To continue with our work with International Schools, I am excited to 
inform you that myself and Fr. Joel will be visiting our partner schools 
over in Ghana during the May half term. We are planning to meet 
with staff and students at Spiritan High and St. Louis Girls’ Catholic 
School in Kumasi. I hope this initial visit will then lead to opportunities 
for our students to travel to Ghana and strengthen this educational 
partnership.
 
Reminders
I would like to take this opportunity to remind all of our families of 
our high expectations regarding uniform. If your child requires a belt 
for their trousers, please can I ask that this is obtained over the Easter 
break.
 
As part of our efforts to improve sustainability within school, we 
would like to remind all students to bring in a reusable water bottle. 
We want to reduce the amount of single use plastic, as set out in our 
Climate Action Plan. We would appreciate it if you could reiterate this 
message to your child. If any plastic bottles are seen in school they 
will be confiscated.
 
Easter reminds us of hope, renewal and community—values that are 
lived out daily at St Peter’s. On behalf of all of us, I wish you a restful 
and blessed Easter break.

Warmest wishes,

Mr S Gabriel
Head teacher

Monday 20th April
School reopens for all pupils
Thursday 23rd April
Year 8 Parents’ Evening
Monday 4th May
Bank Holiday
Friday 22nd May
School closes for half term
Monday 1st June
School reopens for all pupils
Friday 26th June
Year 5 Day & Year 11 Prom
Wednesday 1st July
Year 6 Parent meetings
Thursday 2nd July
Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Friday 3rd July
Year 6 Day
Thursday 9th July
KS3 Presentation Evening
Friday 17th July
Whole School Mass
Friday 24th July

School closes for summer



      

CELEBRATING WORLD BOOK DAY 
This half term we celebrated World Book Day across the school. We extended our celebrations to last for a week to 
teach pupils of the importance of reading widely and consistently. Our theme for this year’s World Book Week was 
multimodal reading to show all pupils that reading is for everyone regardless of the format it takes! To celebrate, 
we had activities taking place in form time such as guess the staff bookshelf, The Masked Reader, audiobooks and 
reading positive news. 

Our teachers took part in celebrations by adding ‘what I’m currently reading’ and ‘my favourite book’ signs to their 
classroom doors. Within English lessons, we had specially planned enrichment lessons to allow pupils to express 
themselves creatively about texts they have read. And, finally, year 7 and our staff dressed up for World Book Day! 
A great celebration of reading for all of those who took part. 

IN THE LIBRARY
We welcomed over 100 pupils into the library during 
lunchtime to celebrate a shared love of reading. 

Pupils took part in a range of activities, led by our 
very own Jordan and Anna (AKA Willy and Wolly). 
The afternoon was designed to promote reading for 
pleasure, including writing thoughtful book reviews 
of their favourite titles and entering the Young 
Writers competition, Stranger Sagas. 

The challenge invited pupils to craft a complete 
story in just 100 words – an opportunity our pupils 
embraced with creativity and enthusiasm. Many 
impressive entries were submitted, with selected 
pieces now proudly displayed in the Learning 
Resource Centre. 
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 EMPOWERING YOUNG VOICES: PUPIL LEADERSHIP IN ACTION
Over the past year, more than 20 pupils from years 7 to 11 – including our young carers – have worked in 
partnership with Manchester Libraries to help shape their youth engagement strategy. Led by Ms Conerney, our 
Learning Resource Manager, who collaborated with Helen Beesley, Service Development Coordinator for Children 
and Access at Manchester Libraries, pupils were given the opportunity to share their ideas on how modern libraries 
across the city can better connect with and inspire young people. The project was funded by Libraries Rising, 
(formerly ASCEL). 

The project culminated on 7th March, when our pupils took the lead in organising a vibrant and creative community 
event at Longsight Library for the peers and local families.  

Visitors were invited to take part in a wide range of activities led by our pupils including Arts and Crafts, Badge-
Making, Chess, Beatboxing and Rap. Visitors also had the opportunity to contribute to a Graffiti mural, designed by 
artist Pete Obsolete, and try their hand at Robotics with Computer Explorers.  

The event showcased our pupils’ creativity and leadership as well as the vital role libraries play as inclusive, dynamic 
community spaces. It also highlighted how, when young people are given ownership and a platform, they can shape 
environments that reflect their interests, talents and voices.  

We were honoured to welcome the Lord Mayor of Manchester, Carmine Grimshaw, along with Neil McInnes, head 
of Manchester Libraries, who joined us in celebrating the pupils’ achievements and commended them for their 
confidence and ingenuity.  

Owen in year 11, who came up with the name and the concept for the event said, “it was an amazing experience, 
and I loved how everyone got involved and how we were allowed to lead on things. It helped me gain leadership 
skills and this is something that will help me as I move on to college!” 

CHESS
On 23rd March, members of St Peter’s Chess Team 
took part in the Manchester Area Senior Team Chess 
Challenge, hosted at Salford City Academy. The event, 
organised by the English Chess Federation, brought 
together some of the strongest young players from 
across the region. 

Our pupils demonstrated exceptional focus, resilience 
and sportsmanship across four challenging rounds. 

A special congratulations goes to Jake in year 11, who 
achieved an outstanding result by winning every match 
he played. We also commend our newer team members, 
Sam and Holden in year 7, who rose to the challenge with 
confidence and determination. 

Their combined efforts secured an impressive second 
place overall – a fantastic achievement at such a 
competitive event. What’s Happening 

in the Library?



      

BUILDING READERS TOGETHER: 
A CROSS-SCHOOL MENTORING 
PARTNERSHIP 
This term we launched Page Pals, an exciting reading 
mentoring project in collaboration with Manchester 
Grammar School.

The initiative pairs our pupils with sixth form mentors, 
creating a supportive and engaging environment where 
reading is shared, discussed and enjoyed together. 
Through weekly sessions pupils build confidence, 
develop fluency and deepen their enjoyment of reading, 
whilst also benefitting from positive role modelling. 

Page Pals is about more than reading – it is about 
connection, encouragement and fostering a lifelong 
love of reading. The partnership also provides a 
valuable opportunity for both sets of students to 
develop communication skills, empathy and leadership. 

We look forward to seeing this collaboration grow 
as our pupils continue to thrive as confident and 
enthusiastic readers. 

CURIOUS MINDS, CRITICAL THINKERS: 
YEAR 9 PHILOSOPHY WORKSHOPS
As part of a collaboration, led by Ms Conerney, final year 
students at Manchester Metropolitan University studying 
Philosophy designed and delivered a series of workshops 
exploring some of life’s biggest questions. From what is 
Philosophy? to discussions around utilitarianism, ethics 
and ontology, our pupils were challenged to think deeply, 
articulate ideas and engage with complex concepts in a 
meaningful way.

These sessions went beyond subject knowledge. They 
encouraged curiosity, critical thinking and the confidence 
to question – skills that sit at the heart of a strong 
education.

Philosophy, at its core, teaches us how to think, 
rather than what to think. For our Year 9 students this 
experience not only enriched their learning but also 
broadened their horizons, introducing them to a subject 
and ways of thinking they may not have previously 
considered.

And the result? Thoughtful discussion, genuine 
engagement and students rising to the challenge – 
proving that when given the opportunity, they are more 
than capable of grappling with big ideas.

MARY HARDIMAN
We were delighted to welcome Mary Hardiman on 
12th February, who spoke to our Year 10 students 
about faith, life, and Christianity. Her insights sparked 
thoughtful discussion and reflection among our 
students.

Mary shared her powerful personal experiences, 
including her work supporting a charity that befriends 
people on Death Row in the USA through letter writing 
and compassion — a ministry rooted in her deep faith 
and belief in showing love to all. Her story — building 
meaningful friendship with a man on Death Row and 
visiting him in Texas — truly brought to life the theme 
of faith in action.

Thank you, Mary, for inspiring our students and 
challenging us all to live out our faith with courage and 
compassion! 
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INTERFAITH WEEK
Students in Years 7 and 8 have spent the week taking part in 
a rich and meaningful programme of activities for Interfaith 
Week, as part of their work towards the Faith in Action Award. 
The theme for this year was Different Faiths – Shared Values, 
focusing on the principles that unite us across religions: kindness, 
dignity, respect, love, and peace. Throughout the week, our young 
people embraced these values with enthusiasm, creativity and 
compassion. 

Day 1 – Gratitude and Prayers of Thanks 

The week began with a focus on gratitude. Students reflected 
on the many blessings in their lives—family, friends, school, 
opportunities—and wrote their own prayers of thanks. These 
were displayed proudly on our school Gratitude Wall, a colourful 
reminder that being thankful is a value shared across all faith 
traditions. 

Day 2 – Kindness Text Treasure Hunt 

Throughout the week, students took part in a Kindness Text 
Treasure Hunt. Moving around the school, they searched 
for passages from different world religions that highlight the 
importance of kindness. From the Bible to the Qur’an, from 
Hindu teachings to Buddhist wisdom, students discovered that 
compassion and care for others are universal principles. It was a 
joyful and eyeopening way to understand how deeply kindness is 
woven into different faiths. 

Day 3 – Human Dignity, Respect, and Fair Trade 

Wednesday’s focus was the dignity of every human person—a key 
theme in Catholic Social Teaching and a value honoured in many 
faiths. Students discussed how we show love and respect in our 
everyday lives and explored the principles of Fair Trade, learning 
how choices we make can impact people around the world. 

Year 8 students then took action by selling Fair Trade chocolate 
at breaktime—“Chocolate for Change”—while Year 7s collected 
‘Change for Change’ donations. All money raised is being given 
to our Lenten charity, Mary’s Meals, supporting children in need 
across the globe. 

Day 4 – A Handshake for Peace 

Inspired by Pope Francis’ encyclical Fratelli Tutti, which 
encourages us to “build bridges, not walls,” students took part in a 
simple yet powerful gesture: a Handshake for Peace. They formed 
a long “bridge” as Year 7 and Year 8 students shook hands and 
exchanged the words, “Peace be with you.” 

It was a beautiful moment of unity—children of different faiths, 
cultures and backgrounds coming together through a universal 
symbol of peace. 

Day 5 – Prayers for Peace and Stations of the Cross 

The week concluded with a reflective and moving final day. After 
attending a Stations of the Cross service, focused on courage, 
justice and standing up for what is right—students spent time in 
silent reflection. They then wrote heartfelt prayers for peace in 
our world. Their words showed maturity, empathy and a deep 
desire to make a positive difference. 



      

FOODBANK

MARY’S MEALS

We’re delighted to have 
donated 40 Easter eggs to our 
local foodbank this week.

A small gesture that we hope 
will bring a little extra joy to 
families in our community 
this Easter.

Thank you to everyone who 
continues to support and 
make moments like this 
possible.

Our Year 8 students are working 
towards their Silver Faith in Action 
Award by selling Fairtrade chocolate 
to support our Lenten charity, Mary’s 
Meals UK.

A wonderful example of leadership in 
action and living out our values!

 

HOUSE COMPETITION 
RESULTS
What an incredible series of competitions across 
Years 7 to 10! Students have demonstrated fantastic 
teamwork, resilience, and house pride throughout. 
We are so proud of everyone who took part!

1st Place – Mandela (225 points)
A phenomenal performance across all year groups—
congratulations on being overall champions!

2nd Place – Turing (215 points)
A very close second with consistently strong results!

3rd Place – Malala (205 points)
Great effort across all competitions—well done!

4th Place – Pankhurst (185 points)
Fantastic determination and contribution 
throughout!



      

MARY’S MEALS

CAREERS FAIR
Thank you to all the amazing exhibitors who joined us for our Careers Fair.

Our students had the opportunity to explore a wide range of industries and gain valuable insight into the skills and 
qualifications needed to pursue their chosen career paths.

Events like this help inspire ambition, raise aspirations and open doors for our young people at St Peter’s High 
School.

OUR NEW YEAR 7
Congratulations to everyone who has secured a place at St Peter’s RC High School. We eagerly anticipate your arrival 
in September. 

For further details, please check out the transition section on our website: 
https://www.stpetershigh.com/admissions/year-6-transition-area/

WELCOME TO 
ST PETER’S RC HIGH SCHOOL

ST PETER’S RC HIGH SCHOOL
Kirkmanshulme Lane
Manchester M12 4WB

Tel: 0161 248 1550
Email: office@stpetershigh.com
Website: www.stpetershigh.com
Instagram: @StPetersUK

KEY DATES
Wednesday 1st July 2026
PARENTS/CARERS TRANSITION DAY
Friday 3rd July 2026
YEAR 6 TASTER DAY
Wednesday 2nd September 2026
START OF TERM - YEAR 7S FIRST DAY
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St Peter’s RC High School 

Year 10 History students embarked on a powerful journey through the battlefields of Belgium and France. In Ypres, 
they explored German and British trenches, visited the Brooding Soldier memorial, and reflected at the Menin 
Gate’s Last Post ceremony. 
 
On the Somme, they descended into the Wellington Quarry tunnels, visited the Newfoundland Memorial Park, 
and laid a wreath at the Thiepval Memorial, honouring 72,000 missing soldiers. The trip concluded at the Somme 
Museum in Albert, deepening their understanding of the war’s impact. 
 
A truly humbling and unforgettable experience.

FRANCE AND BELGIUM TRIP
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MACBETHCHE
LIVE THEATRE PERFORMANCE

On Thursday 26th March our Year 10 students enjoyed 
an exciting live performance of Macbeth by Initiate 
Theatre.

A brilliant opportunity to see this classic text brought to 
life on stage!

The Chaplaincy Team continues to play a vital role in supporting the Catholic life of the school.

In February, students visited St Patrick’s Church, Collyhurst, to view the relics of St Carlo Acutis, a modern 
inspiration for young people.

During Lent, over 140 pupils and some staff took part in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, led by Fr Joel and Fr 
Matthias. The Chaplaincy Team also led an assembly on the Catholic Social Teaching principle of the “Preferential 
Option for the Poor.”

Preparations for the Diocesan Confirmation Programme included visits from parish priests to meet Year 8 students 
and engage with families. The Stations of the Cross are ongoing, with classes attending the chapel for prayer and 
reflection.

On 30th March, the whole school gathered for Lenten Mass, attended by staff, governors, and clergy. Students 
showed great reverence, supported by the choir, while the Chaplaincy Team led in organising and serving 
throughout the celebration.

CATHOLIC LIFE
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St Peter’s RC High School 

SCHOOL OF ROCK
St Peter’s RC High School rocked the 

stage with our 2026 production of School 
of Rock — a phenomenal success!

Our cast and crew delivered high-energy 
performances filled with confidence and 
outstanding musical talent, showcasing 

the dedication and teamwork of our 
students.

We were delighted to welcome over 300 
Year 5 pupils from our partner primary 

schools, who embraced the spirit of rock 
through their own tribute performances, 
helping to create an electric atmosphere 

each evening.

Students from Years 7–11 took full 
ownership both on stage and behind the 
scenes, gaining valuable experience in all 
aspects of production. Their hard work 

truly paid off.

We are incredibly proud of everyone 
involved and grateful to our staff, 
families and community for their 

continued support.

What a show — and what a team! 
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A huge thank you to Morrisons for their generous 
donation of Easter eggs for our Young Carers raffle this 
April. All donations are gratefully appreciated. 

YOUNG CARERS RAFFLE

LEARN TO EARN
This term our Year 8 students took part in an 
engaging Learn to Earn session delivered by Young 
Enterprise

The session helped students explore future 
opportunities, recognise their own skills, and 
understand what employers value in the workplace 
— a great step towards informed choices for the 
future! 

GREEK AND ITALIAN LESSONS
The MFL department recently hosted a series of 
Italian and Greek taster sessions, which proved to be 
a fantastic success. Students thoroughly enjoyed the 
opportunity to explore new languages and cultures, 
taking part in engaging activities that brought learning to 
life. The enthusiasm and curiosity shown by all involved 
was wonderful to see.

GEOGRAPHY STARS
Our KS3 Geography stars have been excelling with outstanding achievements and remarkable progress, earning 
them postcards sent home and delightful stationery gifts. Meanwhile, our KS4 Geography achievers have been 
diligently attending lunchtime revision sessions. 
A special mention to Salma, who secured the rewards voucher from last term’s prize draw. Who will claim it this 
term? Additionally, students with perfect attendance have enjoyed snacks, biscuits, and stationery treats during 
their sessions. Immensely proud of everyone’s effort and commitment—keep it going!
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St Peter’s RC High School PARTNER PRIMARIES 

We loved welcoming our partner primary schools for two fantastic days of science!

A huge thank you to Frank Mair from University of Manchester and @um_fse for delivering such engaging and 
inspiring sessions. It was wonderful to see our students supporting younger pupils, sharing their knowledge and 
helping to spark excitement about science and the journey to high school.

Moments like these truly show the power of learning together.

MRS MILES 

Some of our former St Brigid’s students returned to 
say a fond farewell to their wonderful primary school 
headteacher, Mrs Miles, as she begins her well-deserved 
retirement. 
Thank you for everything, Mrs Miles — we wish you 
every happiness in this next chapter!

REWARDS
Our Year 7 students enjoyed 
a fantastic rewards trip to the 
cinema—such a great day and 
thoroughly well deserved!

A big well done to our Year 7 Star 
Prize Winners! Each week we 
celebrate students who go above 
and beyond.
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SPORTING SUCCESS
We are proud to celebrate another period of 
outstanding sporting achievement at St Peter’s. The 
school continues to be recognised for its success, 
with national rankings pending. Details of qualifying 
competitions can be found here:

https://schoolsportmag.co.uk/top-200-sports-
schools-qualifying-competitions-2/

Our Indoor Athletics teams have enjoyed great success, 
including Manchester Schools titles for Y7 Boys and Y8/9 
Girls, alongside several runner-up finishes.

In Basketball, the U16 team has reached the National 
semi-final, while the U14s progress to the last 16. 

Rugby League and Netball teams have also competed 
strongly at regional and city level.

Football continues to thrive across all year groups, with 
notable league performances, cup runs and continued 
growth in the girls’ game.

We look forward to even more success as the outdoor 
season begins after Easter.

We’re incredibly proud of our former students making 
headlines at the very highest level of football.

D’Mani Mellor played an integral role in Macclesfield FC’s 
historic victory over FA Cup holders Crystal Palace.

Bendito Mantato made his Premier League debut for 
Manchester United over Christmas, stepping onto the 
biggest stage at just 17 years old.

From St Peter’s to history-makers — what an inspiration 
for our current students. Dream big and keep believing!

MANCHESTER CHAMPIONS
Huge congratulations to our Year 7 Athletics teams who 
competed in their first event at the Manchester Schools 
Indoor Championships!

The Girls team finished 2nd overall

The Boys team were crowned Manchester Champions!

An incredible achievement and a fantastic start to their 
athletics journey!

In netball, our Y8 and Y9 teams faced Parrswood in 
the Manchester League. Y9 battled hard against strong 
opposition, while Y8 narrowly missed out in a thrilling 
match, losing 16–14.

Well done to all students for their effort, resilience and 
team spirit!
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St Peter’s RC High School TAKING MATHS FURTHER
Our Year 10 students recently visited the University of 
Manchester for a Taking Maths Further day – and what an 
experience it was!

Throughout the day, they tackled challenging puzzles, 
engaged in problem-solving activities, and took part in 
A-level style taster sessions, giving them a real insight into 
how maths develops beyond GCSE.

Working collaboratively, students explored new ideas 
and discovered just how exciting and dynamic higher-
level maths can be. It was an inspiring day that sparked 
curiosity and left many feeling motivated to continue their 
mathematical journey.

A fantastic opportunity and a memorable experience for all 
involved!

BRINGING FILMMAKING TO DRAMA STUDENTS
SNE Studios recently delivered in-school filmmaking workshops, working with drama students to explore the 
transition from stage to screen. The sessions gave students hands-on experience in acting for camera, helping 
them adapt performance techniques such as expression, timing, and movement for film.

Students collaborated in small teams to create short scenes, taking on roles both in front of and behind the 
camera. Alongside acting, they explored directing, filming, and editing—gaining insight into the full filmmaking 
process.

The workshops enriched the drama curriculum while building confidence, creativity, and teamwork. Above all, they 
empowered students to tell their own stories and see their work come to life on screen.
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We regularly add useful events, notices, and helpful information to the Documents section of our EduLink school 
app. Please check back regularly for the latest updates.

IN THE COMMUNITY

Understanding Anger  6 April 10am

  School Anxiety  6 April 7pm

Facing Defiance  7 April 10am

Supporting Healthy Screen Use  7 April 7pm

Anxiety Explained  13 April 10am

Cannabis and Ketamine Awareness  13 April 7pm

Introduction to OCD 14 April 10am

What is ACT? 14 April 7pm

 Decreasing Depression 20 April 10am

Raising Self-Esteem  20 April 7pm

Understanding the Teenage Brain  21 April 10am

Supporting Healthy Sleep  21 April 7pm

FREE Decreasing Depression 23 April 7-8pm

Improving Family Communication         27 April 10am

Autism: Improving Communication 27 April 7pm

Supporting a Child with ADHD 28 April 10am

 Understanding Addictive Behaviour 28 April 7pm

April 2026 Timetable
All regular sessions delivered live online via zoom. 90 minutes long

£24 each or FREE with School Membership
Book online at facefamilyadvice.co.uk 

Recordings available for 48 hours 
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St Peter’s RC High School Extra Curricular Activities
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Extra Curricular Activities



St Peter’s RC High School

Kirkmanshulme Lane
Manchester M12 4WB

Tel: 0161 248 1550
Email: office@stpetershigh.com
Website: www.stpetershigh.com

X: @stpetersuk
Instagram: @StPetersUK


